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 15The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.16 You open 
your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 17The Lord is just in all his ways, 
and kind in all his doings. 18The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 
him in truth. 19 He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and 
saves them. 20The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will de-
stroy. 21My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh will bless his holy 
name forever and ever.  
(Psalm 145:15-21 NRSV) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Thanksgiving Day will soon be here. As we prepare for a time of good food and fellowship, may we also 
see the day as an opportunity to give thanks and praise to God! For as one of my recent sermons communi-
cated, we are blessed (i.e. satisfied), and we are called to share what we have with others, so that they too 
will be blessed.  

Years ago, when I was a member of  the UW-River Falls Concert Choir, we sang a piece written by Aaron 
Copland entitled, "The Promise of Living." It is a song about the harvest, faith, friends, neighbors, and most 
importantly, God. Here are a few of the lyrics by Horace Everett : 

Give thanks there was sunshine, Give thanks there was rain, Give thanks we have hands to deliver 
the grain, O let us be joyful, O let us be grateful to the Lord for his blessing...  

In our fast paced world, it is easy for us to forget to give thanks. We are concerned about shopping for gro-
ceries, cleaning the house, readying the car if we are traveling, etc... We get caught up in earthly things, and 
we forget to give thanks and praise to our heavenly Father.  

With this in mind, take a moment now to reflect on all that God has given you. Then ask yourself--How do I 
express my thanks to God for daily provisions? How do I give thanks to God for the bountiful harvest? How 
do I communicate my love for God and neighbor?  

We have much to be thankful for this holiday season and every day; we who have so much in comparison to 
so many others in the world. Most of us do not worry about whether we will have enough food to eat, 
clothes to wear, or where we will live. Most of us have never known what it is to live without. Therefore, let 
us give generously to others this holiday season. We have opportunities to help in so many ways. How is 
God speaking to your heart? How will you respond?  

Peace, 
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PARISH OFFICE 
 

The Parish office is in the new wing of the First 
Presbyterian Church at 409 Lake Avenue.  The of-
fice phone number is (715) 528-4851 and our email 
address is florpar@borderlandnet.net.  Barb 
Marden, our administrative assistant, is in the office 
Tuesday this will be off on Monday and Friday. 
 
CONTACTING PASTOR CATHY 
Pastor Cathy is normally in the office on Tuesday 
and Wednesday mornings.  If you need her at other 
times, please text her or knock on the door at the 
pastor’s residence. 
 

 
 

November 16, 3:30 pm -  
Session Meeting 

First 
 

November 16, 6:00 p 
Deacons’ Meeting 

First 
 

November 18, 10:00 am -  
Pastor Cathy Leads Worship 

 Florence Health Services 
 

November 24 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
November 30, 6:30 pm - 
Church Council Meeting 

Bethlehem 
 

December 14, 6:30 pm 
Parish Board Meeting 

First 
 

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24 

4:00 pm - Worship at First 
6:30 pm - Worship at Bethlehem 

 
Sunday, December 25 

No In-Person Worship Service 
There will be an online Christmas service from 

the Presbyterian Synod. More info to follow 
when available. 

      CHURCH ACTS HELD IN   
     OCTOBER 

 

MEMORIAL/COMMITAL SERVICES 
“I am the resurrection and the Life” 

Al Goman 
Olive Quist 

 
BAPTISMS 

“Go therefore and make disciples..” 
 None  

 
WEDDINGS 

“The Two Shall Become One Flesh”                                  
None  

 

CHRISTMAS AT CAMP 
 

Fortune Lake Camp will be hosting “Christmas at 
Camp” on Saturday December 10 from 4:00-7:00 
pm.  This is a family friendly event complete with 
pasties, a cookie walk, Christmas carols, and snow-
shoe hikes at camp! Come for the holiday fun, and 
consider bringing a donation for the CoVantage 
Cares Giving Tuesday 
Campaign for Fortune 
Lake.  

COME TO SUPPER 
 
Monday, November 28, 
will be the last “Come to 
Supper” event in 2022.  
Chili will be served at 
5:00 pm.  Please join us! 
 
“Come to Supper” will resume in April of 
2023.  Thanks to all who have helped with 
this important ministry. 
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BETHLEHEM COUNCIL NOTES 
The meeting was called to order at 6:31pm by council President Bob Friberg.  Present were Pastor Cathy 
Morris, Bob Friberg, Kay Campbell, Denise Foltz, Ben Lehto, Bill Fleming and Deb Fleming.  Pastor 
Cathy offered the opening prayer. 
Jackie Lehto was present, representing the Wild Rivers Quilt Guild.  She expressed thanks from the guild 
for allowing them to use Bethlehem Lutheran Church for monthly meetings and other activities throughout 
the month.  The guild would like to share the cost with Bethlehem of purchasing a display screen which 

both could share.  Bob stated that the council would discuss the matter and get back to the guild with a definite answer.  
Jackie also requested that members of the Leadership and Planning team who are not also church members also be 
allowed to facilitate activities at the church. There were no objections to the request regarding facilitators.  Additionally, 
Jackie asked permission for the guild to use the church for a nonpublic rummage sale.  Participants would include guild 
members, family and friends.  All proceeds would go to the guild.  After some questions and a short discussion, there 
were no objections. 

The last two musical performances at the church included some politically sensitive content.  A statement will be 
developed that can be provided ahead of time to potential performers so they don’t include potentially divisive content. 

The council minutes from September 28, 2022 were reviewed and approved as amended.  A treasurer’s report was 
unavailable at this meeting. 

Pastor Cathy attended the Bishop’s convocation on October 9&10 held at Fortune Lake.  She performed one 
hospital visit and one home visit since the last meeting.  Pastor Cathy plans to include multiple readings on Reformation 
Sunday, October 30, and asked for additional readers.  Pastor Cathy asked how the council would like to see us honor 
those who have passed on All Saints Day, November 6.  The decision was made that those who passed in the last year 
would be mentioned during the service. The names of those being remembered would be printed in the bulletin.  Other 
friends and family members can be provided to Pastor to also be mentioned.  Pastor Cathy proposed the idea of a Blue 
Christmas Service, possibly on December 21.  The council was generally supportive of the idea.  Not necessarily 
needed at both churches – could be held at either one 

Bill has been serving as Mission Interpreter to other churches within our Synod.  Bill reported that it has been fun 
and that he really enjoyed going to the 4 churches assigned to him.  He felt that all of the “talks” went well and were 
well received.  The purpose of these talks was to thank congregations for their time, talents, and financial assistance as 
well as to inform them about what the Synod and ELCA are doing.  Deb Fleming has been attending an 8-week Synod 
Class via zoom called “Growing Younger.  The purpose of the class is to discuss ways to involve youth and young 
adults to be more active in the church.  However, not much information has yet been provided about attracting those 
populations in the first place.   

Ben brought several color samples of the exterior siding from TruLog to the meeting. Installers would need to be 
identified.  Previously, the estimate was $20,000, but the price has probably gone up. A complete package of 
information will be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting.  A bin for recycling bulletins and other items 
will be identified with a sign for folks to use. 

Barb will try to set up a meeting of the Social Ministry Committee members. Denise shared that the school closet 
will be open this year.  Details will be worked out after Trunk or Treat. 

The goal continues to be having the videotaping of the service up and running by Christmas.  The display screen 
that would be shared with the Wild Rivers Quilt Guild could be used to assist with this item (if approved).  It would be 
approximately $5000 for a totally new system, including cameras.  If using current equipment, cost would be closer to a 
couple hundred dollars, but it would not be as flexible as what could be done with new equipment.  Discussion will 
continue at next Council meeting. 

Discussion took place regarding how to implement the prayer ties idea.  Further discussion about implementation 
will take place at the next meeting. 

The Adopt-a-Family and Giving Tree programs sponsored by St. Vincent DePaul were discussed for 2023. The 
suggestion was made to list the wants and needs on separate papers, rather than all on one.  A motion was made and 
seconded to participate this year.  All were in favor. 
 

In terms of member concerns and other business: 
· Ben brought up the purchase of paper toweling for the bathrooms.  He has been paying for it out of pocket.  He is 

not asking for re-imbursement.  Business where we get paper towels is in Iron Mountain and stated that they could 
receive payment in the form of EFT, cash, check or credit card. 

 
 

(continued on page 5) 
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· Pastor Cathy shared that a new hymnal has been published and a copy has been purchased for our review.   
· Pastor Cathy would like to have a worship committee meeting. 
· The congregation is having some difficulty singing along with unfamiliar hymns. 
· Denise is unable to fulfill her second year on the council.  She will need to resign after December meeting due to 

personal reasons as well as work related reasons.  A new council member will need to be found for a one year term. 
 

The date for the next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, October 27th at 6:30 pm.  REMINDER – the next Parish 
Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 26. The meeting was adjourned at 8:34pm and the council all 
joined in the Lord’s Prayer. 

SESSION MEETING NOTES 
 
The Session met on Wednesday, October 19th, in the conference room of the church.  Pastor Cathy, 
Moderator, called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and opened with prayer.  Present were ruling elders 
Debbie DeMuri, Frank DeCleene, Jan Roberts, Janell White and Karen Wertanen, who is also Clerk of 
Session. Jim Gehlhoff was excused.  A quorum was declared and the agenda was approved.   
 

The Ministry of Service for the month of November is Debbie and for December, Janell White. 
 

The minutes of the Session meeting of September 28th were approved as read.  Karen shared that one additional 
signature was needed for the Invesco-Nicolet Wealth Management forms which has been submitted. 
 

In her Minister’s Report, Pastor Cathy noted: 
· We celebrated our Lord’s Supper during worship on October 2nd, World Communion Sunday.  Positive comments 

were received about the photo cards sent to members and friends of the church. We were made aware of the need to 
offer a gluten free option which has been purchased for our next communion service. 

· Worship at the Florence Health Services facility will be held on Friday, October 21st. 
· Two parishioners have been visited since our last meeting. 
· The Celebration of Life for Al Goman was held on October 1st as planned. His wife, Kathy, has expressed her 

thanks and appreciation. 
· GriefShare continues on Tuesday evenings. A person may attend any one of the sessions.  
· The visit to Presbytery Point had been planned for October 21, however, it will need to be rescheduled due to the 

heavy snowfall that occurred in that area. 
· A Committal Service will be held at the graveside of Olive (nee Brolin) Quist on Saturday, October 22nd, at 2:00 

p.m. at the Commonwealth Cemetery.  
· Upcoming Services: 
· Reformation Sunday, A service about Presbyterian Confessions-October 30th 
· All Saint’s Day, November 6th; names of deceased members and others will be read. 
· Thanksgiving Eve services have not been well attended in the past, so not scheduled. 
· Parish Board will discuss a possible December 21st “Blue Christmas” service for those grieving loss of loved ones as 

we approach the holidays. 
· Christmas Eve Worship will be at 4:00 p.m. at First; 6:00 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran. 
· The Presbyterian Synod of the Covenant is preparing a Zoom online Christmas Day worship service which will be 

available for viewing throughout the day 
 

The report of our Treasurer was reviewed as printed and received.   Karen has received a few treasurers’ position 
descriptions from churches in our Presbytery. 

Janell reporting for our Deacons stated that an enjoyable Ladies’ Night Out dinner held at Solberg’s/Greenleaf’s in 
Iron Mountain on October 17th was attended by 12 women of our Parish.  Deacons are meeting right after this meeting 
of the Session. 

The October “Come to Supper” meal is scheduled for Monday, the 24th.  One additional meal is on the schedule for 
November 28th.  Meals will then resume in the spring. Pastor Cathy expressed appreciation for the meal served for the 
clergy attending the suicide prevention training. 
 (continued on page 6) 

BETHLEHEM COUNCIL NOTES (continued from page 4) 
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The worship committee will be scheduling a meeting. 
 

In answer to a question about the emergency phone in the lift, it was noted that an Nsight Technician will meet with 
Dennis Christian and with direction from Garaventa staff by phone on Friday will reset the dial to the Sheriff’s Office. 
 

Property Committee Concerns addressed were: 
· Stec Construction plans to work on the roof of the manse next week.  
· Northern Carpets has completed the flooring in the upstairs bathroom at the manse. 
· Jim is repairing a problem with the upstairs shower stall floor. 
· The vibrating and light activated smoke and CO detectors will be discussed at Parish Bd. 
· St. George Glass will call when the loft windows arrive. Plan installation yet this fall. 
· Thanks to Rachel and Don Egelseer for donating a round fold away table to us. 
· A donor has offered a memorial donation for 8 chairs for the conference room; Debbie continues to look for and 

price suitable chairs with non-peeling coverings on the arms. 
· The committee has not met to discuss thermostat settings. 
· Recycle bins will be available at the church, so we can be good stewards of our environment. 
· Snow removal assistance of the sidewalks during the week will be taken to Parish Board. 
· Pastor Cathy is in conversation with our regional Salvation Army disaster assistance representative regarding how 

we can help with possible use of facilities, etc. 
 

Pastor Cathy has ordered booklets for new member orientation.  An invitation will be extended for those interested in 
participating or wanting to review the information.   
  

Consensus was to accept the offer of free subscriptions to the magazine, Presbyterians Today, for Session and Deacons. 
 

Other items of Business: 
· Business sized cards listing the new phone number for the kitchen, along with the office phone, address, Pastor’s 

information, etc. have arrived and are now available. 
· Participation is set for the “Trunk or Treat” Halloween event for Sunday, October 30th, 2-4 p.m. at the Elementary 

School. 
· Discussion of the purchase of battery-operated candles for Christmas will be held at Parish Bd.  

Frank offered to check on getting new “goose neck” attachments for our microphones. 
Barb has submitted the information for being a “church partner” at Office Depot. 

 
The next meeting of the Session was set for Wednesday, November 16th at 3:30 p.m.  We then adjourned and closed 
with our Lord’s Prayer in unison.  

SESSION MEETING NOTES (continued from page 5) 

DEACONS’ MEETING NOTES 
 

The deacons met in the fellowship hall at 6 PM, Wednesday, October 19, 2022.   
The “Ladies Night Out” held on Monday, October 17, was attended by 12 women from First and 

Bethlehem and enjoyed by all.   
The treasurer made her report and deacons have sufficient funds to manage needs and also have 

carryover funds from the Adopt a Family program from last year.  This project will again assist families or individuals 
identified as benefitting from additional  funds during the Christmas season.  Pat Christian has prepared a letter to be 
sent to the congregation asking for donations for this project this year.  The  deacons reviewed the letter and it will be 
mailed out in November. 

Christmas decorating was discussed including placement of the Christmas tree.  This  will also be discussed at the 
November Session meeting.  The decorations this year will be silver and gold and decorating will be done at 10 AM 
on Monday, November 21. A Christmas card with a photo taken in the church will be sent by the deacons. 

Joan and Patty will serve at coffee hour in November and Lisa and Debbie will serve in December. 
The deacons will meet again at 6PM on Wednesday, November 16 following the meeting of the Session. 



 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER  
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

   BETHLEHEM COUNCIL 
Kay Campbell  
Bill Fleming 
Denise Foltz 
Bob Friberg 
Ben Lehto 

Diane Theis 

FIRST’S DEACONS 
Pat Christian 

Joan Churchill 
Kelley Johnson 

Lois Ann Johnson 
Lisa Novak 
Janell White 

     At First 
  11/4 - Heinz Teichert 

  11/5 - Karson Schomer 
 11/5 - James Gehlhoff 
  11/7 - Paula Churchill 
  11/10 - Joan Swanson 
 11/13 - LeRoy Nelson 

12/2- Keith Davis 
12/5 - Joan Churchill 
12/10 - Peter Wilson 

12/12 - Kim Richmond 
12/17 - Kameron Johnson 

12/25 - We celebrate Jesus’ birth 
12/29 - Howard Smith 

 
Anniversaries 

12/28 - Russell & Barb Soderberg 
12/30 - Dennis & Pat Christian 

      12/31- Keith & Connie Davis 

FIRST’S SESSION 
Frank DeCleene 
Debbie DeMuri 
Jim Gehlhoff 
Jan Roberts 

Karen Wertanen 
Janell White 

MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH COUNCIL, SESSION, & DEACONS 

At Bethlehem 
11/1 - Braden Friberg 

11/7 - Don Lison 
11/15 - John Willard 
11/16 - Joan Spears 

11/21 - Desiree Ashe  
11/21 - Lunden Friberg 

12/3 - Aretina Rittenhouse 
12/18 - Alex Rittenhouse 

12/25 - We celebrate Jesus’ birth 
 

Anniversaries 
11/12 - Dan & Kay Campbell 
11/23 - Ralph & Gail Valine 
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ALL SAINTS REMEMBRANCE ON NOVEMBER 6TH 
 

On All Saints Sunday, we remembered members and friends of the Florence Parish who died this 
past year.  Along with those listed below (for whom the Parish provided pastoral services and/or 
provided a meal), other friends and family members of those present were mentioned and remem-
bered as well. 
 
James Swanson (First) ................................................................................. died March 12, 2022 
Martin Koski (father of Dianne Olive) ........................................................... died June 27, 2022 
Richard Wertanen (First) ................................................................................ died  July 17, 2022 
Freda Olsen (First) ....................................................................................... died October 2, 2022 
Olive Quist (First) ........................................................................................ died October 4, 2022 
Joyce Martinson (Bethlehem) .................................................................. died November 4, 2022 



Sweet Potato Casserole with Crunchy Oat Topping   

The Florence Parish 
PO. Box 47 

Florence, WI  54121 
A Partnership in Christian Ministry of: 

First Presbyterian Church & Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
                              Rev. Cathleen A. Morris, Pastor 
 
 
 

 

                   Address  Service Requested 

If anyone has 
a favorite  
recipe to 

share, 
Please e-mail 
or send it to 

Barb. 

Ingredients 
3 pounds sweet potatoes, peeled and chopped (about 8 
cups)  
1/2 cup 2% milk  
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted and divided  
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3/4 teaspoon kosher salt, divided  
1 large egg, beaten 
Cooking spray  
1 cup old-fashioned rolled oats  
2/3 cup pecans, chopped  
3 tablespoons almond meal  
3 tablespoons maple syrup, divided 
 1 tablespoon canola oil 

 

1. Preheat oven to 375°F. 

2. Place potatoes in a large saucepan; cover with water to 1 inch above potatoes. Bring to a 
boil; reduce heat and simmer 6 minutes or until potatoes are tender. Drain. Return 
potatoes to saucepan. Add milk, 1 tablespoon butter, and vanilla; mash to desired 
consistency. Stir in 1/2 teaspoon salt and egg. Spread potato mixture in the bottom of an 
11- x 7-inch glass or ceramic baking dish coated with cooking spray. 

3. Combine remaining 1/4 teaspoon salt, oats, pecans, almond meal, and 2 tablespoons syrup 
in a bowl. Add remaining 1 tablespoon butter and canola oil; toss to coat. Sprinkle oat 
mixture over potatoes. Bake at 375°F for 18 minutes or until surface is golden. Remove 
pan from oven; drizzle with remaining 1 tablespoon maple syrup. 

Directions: 


